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Millville, NJ  

JAPANESE TRADITIONS  
AND CULTURE  

 
June 1 through November 12, 2011                   

Wheaton Arts and Cultural Center in partnership with  
Seabrook Educational and Cultural Center Presents 



 

Hagoita (Battledore) 

Imperial Couple 
(hina dolls) 

Exhibition: Japanese Ceremonial Dolls  
June 1 through October 3, 2011  

On display in the Folklife/Education Center at WheatonArts 
 
This exhibition features the extensive collection of Felixberta de Guzman 
Hidalgo (doll maker and Japanese doll collector) and her daughters,  
Mirinisa H. Myers and Ameurfina H. Nazario, a Trustee of WheatonArts. 
The entire collection was donated to WheatonArts by Ameurfina and  
Mirinisa in remembrance of their mother, Felixberta de Guzman Hidalgo.  

2 11 

Front cover photo: Young Samurai (hina doll).  
Front cover background: KATAZOME XXVIII A & B 009 by Kumiko Murashima.  
 

 

   is addressing the histories and cultural  

   c`mdo\b` ja I`r E`mn`t"n m`nd_`ion ja 

   Japanese and Japanese American descent  

   through a multi -faceted programming  

   that includes an exhibition, a series of  

   workshops and classes and public  

   presentations of Japanese visual and  

   performing arts at WheatonArts' campus . 

Japanese Traditions and Culture Project  

 

 

Japanese Art in the  
WHEATON ART S Museum 
Stores 
 
 
The museum stores are joining the  

celebration of Japan at WheatonArts!  

A selection of items inspired by  

Japanese custom and culture will be  

available in the General Store, Brownstone  

Emporium and The Gallery of Fine Craft.  

Japanese ceramics, stationery, music, handbags,  

accessories, clothing made from re -purposed  

kimono fabric, origami, hand -painted fans and  

toys as well as Asian influenced design from  

American artists will be available.  

Lion Dancer 
(kimekomi doll)  

September 24, Noon -4pm, Raku Firing with Joe and Deb Daley  
The raku process engages the class as a team and offers an experience 
combining exciting technique and satisfying aesthetics: contemporary  
style as well as a rich historical tradition. 
 
October 28, 6pm -8pm, Ceramic Art: Japanese Tea Bowls  
with Terry Plasket  
Participants will create ceramic bowls that could be used in the  
Japanese tea ceremony. 
 
November 11, 6pm -8pm, Ceramic Art: Sushi Plate with Terry Plasket  
Students will learn how to make a sushi plate and when finished they  
can use the plate for sushi arrangements. 
 
November 12, Saturday, Noon -4pm, Japanese Bindings and  
Accordion Folded Books with Harry Bower  
Participants will create a variety of books using traditional Japanese  
Book Binding techniques. Three Hole and Five Hole bindings will be  
introduced, followed by additional techniques, such as Kikko Toji,  
Asa-No-Ha Toji and Yotsume Toji bindings. Traditional Accordion  
Folder Books will also be created with  
traditional papers and techniques. 
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     The variety of traditional Japanese dolls is showcased in cultural context  
as their specific meanings and aesthetics are interpreted in both ceremonial  
and everyday practices. The dolls are also organized in the exhibition space  
by the major medium of which they are made - silk and wood, clay, paper,  
porcelain, wax and wood. 
     Most of the dolls included in this exhibition are ceremonial dolls associated 
with the two major Japanese Doll Festivals celebrated in both Japan and in the 
U.S. - Hinamatsuri  and Tango no Sekku. These dolls were made during the  
Edo Period (1603 ̈  1868) and the Meiji Period (1868  ̈1912). The dolls have 
beautifully crafted faces with charming, animated expressions. The outfits are 
made of fine silk and embroidered brocade. Features include a pyramidal body 
of elaborate, many-layered textiles stuffed with straw and wood blocks, carved 
wood head, hands and feet covered with gofun (a shining white "skin" lacquer 
made from ground oyster shell and glue), and human hair.  
     The tradition of Hinamatsuri  or 0¾ðÅíó )Uĉ )ÏÅÅ / óû¾ĆUÅ c ³UË ¾Ë û»  1 ¾UË 
period (794  ̈1185). During the Heian period and continuing up to the Edo  
Era (1603 ̈  1868), the Japanese ancestors believed the dolls possessed the  
power to contain bad spirits. Hinamatsuri  has its origins from an ancient Japa- 
nese custom called hina-nagashi or doll floating, in which straw hina dolls  
were set afloat on a boat and sent down a river to the sea, purportedly taking 
bad fortunes or bad spirits with them. I»  0¾ðÅíó Day Doll  Festival is celebrated 
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Tatoo Artist  
(hakata doll) 

¤M y mother made dolls for  

me and my siblings using  

k\k`m \i_ a\]md^) H\h\"n 
favorite medium was paper.  

When my siblings and I were  
children, she would cut paper  
to make a chain of paper dolls  

that decorated the night stand amongst the  
sliced navel oranges and red delicious grapes 

when we were ailing. She did this to keep us in 
]`_' n`m`i` \i_ `io`mo\di`_ rcdg` dgg'² no\o`_

Ameurfina as she recalled the bond between  
her and her mother.  

 
Di \__dodji' oc`m`"gg ]` \ _dnkg\t ja _jggn h\_` 

by the late Seabrook artist Fusaye Kazaoka.  

August 27, 2pm -4pm, Japanese Ikebana  
(Flower Arranging) Workshop with Mariko Ono  
The participants in this workshop will learn two types of  
ikebana - moribana - a flower arrangement in a shallow  
container, and nageire - a flower arrangement in a tall vase. 

Ikebana, Moribana Style:  
In: Ikebana Sogetsu,  

Tokyo 1990, p.6 

Ikabana, Moribana Style: 
Ikebana Sogetsu,  
Tokyo 1990, p.2  

Mariko Ono  

Tony Libro  

September 3, 2pm -4pm, The Art of Sushi  
with Keiko Warner  
The participants in this workshop will learn to make two  
types of sushi: Maki Zushi (Sushi Roll) and Nigiri Zushi,  
in which a slice of fish (cooked or uncooked) is pressed by  
hand onto a pad of rice. 

 September 17, Noon -2pm, Haiku and  
 Tanka Poetry Workshop with Tony Libro  
 Students will not only read and discuss haiku and tanka,  
 but they will also create their own poetry pieces in these   
 poetic styles. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spiritual_being
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on March 3rd. Families pray for good health, happiness, beauty, and  
prosperity of their girls by displaying Hina  dolls. The Tango no Sekku  
Ïð &Ïĉíó )Uĉ )ÏÅÅ / óû¾ĆUÅ ¾ó l Å cðUû v ÏË :Uĉ ®à /UÈ¾Å¾ ó ÛðUĉ ¬Ïð û»  
good health, happiness, and success of their sons by hanging up carp 
streamers and displaying samurai dolls - symbols of strength, power  
and success.  
     In the U.S., the Japanese Americans are continuing the tradition of  
celebrating Hinamatsuri and Tango no Sekku. The ceremonial dolls are  
often handed down from generation to generation. They are brought out  
and displayed for a few days in the best room of their homes at festival  
time, after which they are carefully stored away until the following year. 
     Another group of dolls on display includes Hakata NingyǾ: Tradi-
tional Japanese Clay Dolls. Hakata NingyǾ, unglazed earthenware dolls, 
originated from Fukuoka area, part of which was previously named  
Hakata before the city merger in 1889. According to one of the legends, 
Hakata dolls were first made in Kyushu Island in southern Japan in the 
17th century where Lord Kuroda Nagamasa, the ruler of Hakata, had 
Fukuoka Castle built. A roof tile artisan, Souhiti Masaki, made clay  
dolls for the Lord Nagamasa. Pleased with the gifts from Masaki, Lord  
Nagamasa asked the artisan to make more clay dolls. The Hakata  
NingyǾ tradition started then and continues today.  

Servant of the Imperial Court 
(hina doll)  

Dance of the Salt Carrier 
(cloth doll)  

 

 wheatonarts.org  

Workshops and Classes in Japanese Arts and Crafts  
 
 
                          For a full description of the classes  

                                                and registration, visit    

Bonsai Pot 

Bonsai Tree, Juniper 

July 22, 6pm -8pm, Ceramic Arts: Japanese  
Ikebana Vessel with Terry Plasket  
In this workshop students will work with  
stoneware clay to create two shapes of  
vessels that complement the Ikebana  
workshop - the Japanese flower arrangement. 
 
July 29, 6pm -8pm, Ceramic Arts: Bonsai Pot with Terry Plasket  
Students will work with stoneware clay to create  
two vessels in the specific designs needed for  
growing bonsai trees. 
 
August 27, 10am -12pm, Bonsai (Miniature Tree)  
Workshop with Stanley Kaneshiki  
The participants in this workshop will learn  
basic Bonsai techniques such as pinching, nipping,  
shaping, as well as the use of specialized tools  
needed to form a young tree to look mature. 
 

Sushi by 
Keiko Warner 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fukuoka,_Fukuoka

